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Post-election India 

Analysis  

Putting the region first: Singh 2.0 

Constantino Xavier 
 
As soon as the massively pro-Congress verdict 
emerged, the natural question emerged 
immediately: what does this mean for India’s 
foreign policy? Most analysts have rushed to 
underline the obvious. A stable government in New 
Delhi will translate into greater Indian 
manoeuvring ground abroad, be it on strengthening 
its presence in Afghanistan, deepening its relations 
with the U.S., reconsidering engagement with 
China, or increasing multilateral bargaining power 
in the WTO or on climate change. Other analysts, 
mostly those close to the BJP hardliners, are 
spelling doom, accusing the “permissive, 
complacent and excessively soft” Singh-led 
government of being unable to tackle the 
increasingly anarchic regional neighbourhood. 
 
In reality however, the election results are nothing 
but a good excuse to cross swords and underline 
the challenges India is facing in a rapidly changing 
South Asian security context. On foreign policy 
matters, the Congress and the BJP nationalists 
converge on most issues and priorities. In the end, 
it is thus India’s powerful bureaucracy which 
effectively shapes and directs Indian diplomacy 
and interests abroad, and even if provincial Dalit-
Queen Mayawati had reached power, things would 
not have changed that dramatically. 
 
True, Nepal and Sri Lanka are going through 
“interesting times”, Pakistan is on the verge of 
“collapsing”, and then there is China “crossing” 
the Himalayas into South Asia. And yes, there are a 
bunch of “pro-Pakistan and anti-nuclear India” 
officials in Obama’s administration, as well as 
clear signs that (compared with the Bush 
administration) Washington D.C. has a lot more to 
worry about than needy New Delhi and its constant 
flag-waving. Singh and his team have understood 
this and are now ready to re-balance their 
unprecedented extra-regional “global partnership” 
with more short-sighted regional goals. Singh 2.0 
will focus on South Asia and continue leading India 
down its omni-aligned path. 

In the Press 

India opts for continuity, stability 

M K Bhadrakumar Congress has benefited from 
what can only be called the "politics of fear", 
endemic to uncertain times. …a dangerous regional 
environment and the gnawing worries of economic 
uncertainties against the backdrop of the global 
crisis, has created an acute sense of insecurity in 
the Indian mind. 
www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/KE19Df02.ht
ml  

Left-free, new government to focus on 
volatile neighbours  

Manish Chand Congress-led United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA) government is set to pursue a more 
robust foreign policy that will deal with a restive 
neighbourhood, tackle the China challenge and 
have a more vigorous engagement with the US. 
www.southasiamonitor.org/2009/May/news/18ip1.
shtml 

New Hopes for Stability in South Asia 

Teresita C. Schaffer India's general elections that 
led to a decisive victory for the Congress-led 
alliance of the incumbent Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh is "good news" for India and its 
neighbors. 
www.cfr.org/publication/19449/new_hopes_for_st
ability_in_south_asia.html  

Left is out but UPA foreign policy may not 
swing right  

Siddharth Varadarajan The impressive victory 
registered by the Congress in the 2009 election will 
not necessarily lead to major realignments on the 
external front. 
www.hindu.com/2009/05/17/stories/20090517558
10800.htm  

UPA win good for foreign policy, but clouds 
ahead 

Most experts agreed that one of India’s largest 
challenges would come not from its west but east: 
China. Quoted: Devesh Kapur, Amitabh Mattoo, 
Nitin Pai, Pratap Bhanu Mehta, C. Rajamohan 
www.livemint.com/2009/05/16220238/UPA-win-
good-for-foreign-polic.html 
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From & On India 

The Western Front 

How Pakistan became an international 
migraine 

Arun Kumar Singh Maybe the Pakistanis and 
Americans can learn something from Indian about 
"winning the hearts and minds" of the people in 
what promises to be a long bloody war which may 
spread if the million-strong "Talibanised" Pashtuns 
living in Karachi join the action. 
www.asianage.com/presentation/leftnavigation/o
pinion/op-ed/how-pakistan-became-an-
international-migraine.aspx  

Pak Army must rethink role 

Anil Bhat The Pakistan Army’s current expertise of 
creating terrorist organisations has its genesis in it 
adopting the strategy of force multiplication by 
outsourcing terror 
www.asianage.com/presentation/leftnavigation/o
pinion/op-ed/pak-army-must-rethink-role.aspx  
 

India & China  

Indo-US Relations in the Second Manmohan 
Singh Administration  

Rajeswari Pillai Rajagopalan mproved Indo-US 
relations will likely have a negative effect on Sino-
India ties. In the same way, improved US-China 
relations will raise concerns in New Delhi and could 
affect both US-India as well as Sino-India relations. 
www.ipcs.org/article_details.
php?articleNo=2870 

China’s Inroads into Nepal: 
India’s Concerns 

Abanti Bhattacharya 
Marginalizing India would 
allow China not only to 
dominate South Asia but also 
provide easy access to Nepal’s 
roughly 83,000 megawatts of 
hydroelectric potential. 
www.idsa.in/publications/stra
tcomments/AbantiBhattachary
a180509.htm 

China’s Trojan horse in Nepal 

G Parthasarathy The prospect of a Chinese 
presence in the Himalayan foothills, adjacent to 
our borders with Nepal and Bhutan, has been the 
ultimate nightmare for those responsible for 
India’s security. 
www.dailypioneer.com/176007/China%E2%80%99s-
Trojan-horse-in-Nepal.html 

China More Assertive Post-Olympics  

B. Raman Our hopes that just because we are the 
largest democracy in the world, the West would 

stand by us if we have a confrontation with China 
are ill-based.   
www.southasiaanalysis.org/%5Cpapers32%5Cpaper3
193.html 

India, China lead global anti-dumping dance 

Raja Murthy A recession-souring relationship 
between India and China is becoming grumpier, 
with India filing a record number of anti-dumping 
cases against China at the World Trade 
Organization (WTO). 
www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/KE15Df01.ht
ml  

Strategic Masala  

A Cursed Partnership 

Brahma Chellaney US intelligence officials have 
made a beeline to India in recent months [but] 
even as these visits suggest America is seeking a 
stronger counterterrorism partnership with India, 
US policy moves have run counter to Indian 
interests. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Editorial/COM
MENT-A-Cursed-
Partnership/articleshow/4531377.cms 

United States-India Relations: Testing Times 
Ahead 

Dr. Subhash Kapila US-India relations will also 
remain challenged in the future till such time as 
United States mindsets of viewing India like Great 
Britain or Japan, change.  The United States in 

terms of its Asia policies has 
to adjust to put China and 
India on the same pedestal 
www.southasiaanalysis.org/%
5Cpapers32%5Cpaper3188.ht
ml  

A sea change in relations 

Timothy J. Keating We at 
United States Pacific 
Command, on our second 
visit to this great nation in as 
many years, understand 
profoundly what the United 
States and India can and 

must accomplish together.  We imagine what is 
possible by 2029, considering what we achieved in 
the past twenty years. 
www.indianexpress.com/news/a-sea-change-in-
relations/458739/0  

Pipelineistan goes Af-Pak 

Pepe Escobar There's NATO vs the SCO. With either 
IPI or TAPI, Turkmenistan wins. With either IPI or 
TAPI, Russia loses. With either IPI or TAPI, Pakistan 
wins. With TAPI, Iran loses. With IPI, Afghanistan 
loses. 
www.atimes.com/atimes/Central_Asia/KE14Ag01.h
tml  

Nicholas Burns on US-India  
“I don't believe we're ever going to 
be allies, formal treaty allies, the 
way we are with Japan or 
Germany but we will certainly be 
close partners. And that bodes 
well for stability in South Asia as 
well as East Asia” 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/India/Indi
a-has-major-role-in-Afghanistan-Burns-
/articleshow/4511798.cms 
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Delhi Diplomacy 

Address by Foreign Secretary on BRICs in 
the New World Order 

S Menon it seems that the world is today at a 
moment that does not come often, when 
fundamental shifts occur in the distribution of 
power within the international system … I would 
guess that the world is today on the cusp of a new 
type of multipolarity. 
http://meaindia.nic.in/speech/2009/05/13ss01.ht
m  

From The Cabinet  

Ministry of Finance 

Attention of the Government has been drawn to 
the media reports raising allegations that the 
Indian Government submitted forged documents to 
the Swiss authorities in the US $ 8 billion Hasan Ali 
Khan case. 
http://pib.nic.in/release/release.asp?relid=48693 

Vigilant IAF pilots brave bullets to facilitate 
battle of ballot 

Facilitating the unenviable task of conducting the 
electoral process spearheaded by the Election 
Commission, two IL-76, four AN-32 transport 
aircraft, 25 medium-lift helicopters and four 
Chetak helicopters of IAF were pressed into service 
during the just concluded elections. 
http://pib.nic.in/release/release.asp?relid=48694 

A new direction in amphibious capability 

Airavat is the fifth LST (L) of the Indian Navy and 
third of the Shardul class. The ship can carry 10 
Main Battle Tanks, 11 Combat Trucks and 500 

Troops and has a considerable range and 
endurance at sea. 
http://pib.nic.in/release/release.asp?relid=48765  
 

Economy  

India Inc must recognise economic realities 

Jayati Ghosh The celebratory mode of India Inc, 
which has been delighting that the Left defeat now 
gives a "free hand" to more liberalising reforms, 
needs to be moderated with recognition of the 
economic realities, which continue to be less than 
positive. 
www.asianage.com/presentation/leftnavigation/o
pinion/op-ed/india-inc-must-recognise-economic-
realities.aspx 

Sore heads to follow India's stock euphoria 

Kunal Kumar Kundu the stock market euphoria 
seems to be built too much on optimism rather 
than hard fundamentals. Some hope regarding 
India's future is valid; runaway optimism is not. 
www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/KE20Df04.ht
ml  

Driving India's Economic Reforms 

Ruchir Sharma the new government will have to 
recreate the boom-like conditions the country 
enjoyed for much of the past five years. The key 
difference this time is that in the absence of strong 
global tailwinds, economic growth will have to be 
more endogenous in nature and kickstarted by 
domestic economic reforms. 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124259032972127
853.html

 

India goes South 

India & Africa 

India: East Africa’s 21st century ally? 

Manish Chand Today, Africa contributes nearly 15 
per cent of India’s oil. Bilateral trade has 
increased from less than $1 billion in 1990-1991 to 
$36 billion in 2007-2008. The two sides have now 
set an ambitious target of achieving bilateral trade 
of $70 billion in another five years. 
www.theeastafrican.co.ke/magazine/-
/434746/599062/-/15oy7po/-/  

MTN invests in $700m Europe-India cable 

The 15,000 kilometre-long high bandwidth optical-
fibre will connect Europe and India from the 
United Kingdom to Portugal, Gibraltar, Monaco, 
Libya, Egypt, Djibouti and the United Arab 
Emirates. www.theeastafrican.co.ke/business/-
/2560/599088/-/5y14enz/-/ 

Namibia Yet to Sign e-Network with India 

Namibia’s High Commissioner to India, Martin 
Kapewasha, however, believes that it is only a 
matter of time before the country puts pen to paper. 
www.newera.com.na/article.php?articleid=4273 

FirstRand opens office in Mumbai 

The SA bank has opened the doors to an office in 
Mumbai, India, making it the first African bank to be 
awarded a banking licence in the fast-growing Asian 
country. 
www.businessday.co.za/articles/topstories.aspx?ID=
BD4A1002345 

India may sell 10 lt more non-basmati rice to 
Africa 

With stocks piling up, India may soon sell another 10 
lakh tonne (lt) non-basmati rice to poor African 
nations, raising the total quantity of such exports to 
20.5 lakh tonne. 
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/Markets/Com
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Mozambique  

Mozambique: International crisis lowers 
price of cashews and reduces exports  

The price per tonne of unprocessed cashew nuts 
exported from Mozambique to India has fallen by 
US$100 due to importers’ financial troubles, the 
National Cashew Institute (INcaju) said Thursday in 
Maputo. 
www.macauhub.com.mo/en/news.php?ID=7402  
 

India & Latin America 

With $2.6bn at stake in Mexico, India Inc 
swings into action 

Some 15 Indian companies--from IT to 
pharmaceuticals to auto components--have 
delivery centres or manufacturing facilities in 
Mexico. 
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Business/India
-Business/With-26bn-at-stake-in-Mexico-India-Inc-
swings-into-action/articleshow/4465364.cms  

Acuerdo comercial India-Mercosur regirá a 
partir de junio 

En virtud del acuerdo, la India dará acceso 
preferencial a unos 450 bienes provenientes del 
Mercosur que incluirán químicos, herramientas, 
petroquímicos y equipo eléctrico. En contrapartida, 
el Mercosur abrirá su mercado para igualmente 
unos 452 productos indios, 
http://ictsd.net/i/news/puentesquincenal/46722/  

Siderúrgica de India busca reservas de gas 
en Bolivia 

La siderúrgica india Jindal Steel and Power buscará 
nuevas reservas de gas en un rico yacimiento al sur 
del país tras haber encontrado bolsones gasíferos 
en otra región del país, informó un ejecutivo de la 
compañía. 
www.lostiempos.com/diario/actualidad/economia
/20090513/siderurgica-de-india-busca-reservas-de-
gas-en_7378_12359.html  
 

Brazil 

India wants to meet China, Brazil, Russia 
over climate pact 

There should be high level talks between Brazil, 
Russia, India and China on a global pact to combat 
climate change before the first BRIC summit in 

Russia next month, India's top climate negotiator 
Shyam Saran said here Thursday. 
www.samaylive.com/news/india-wants-to-meet-
china-brazil-russia-over-climate-pact/626949.html  

Brasil-Índia: pacto de cooperação tecnológica 

Conferência Brasil-Índia, realizada segunda-feira em 
São Paulo, com a presença de representantes da 
indústria e dos governos brasileiro e indiano para 
discutir mercados e oportunidades de negócios nos 
dois países. 
http://jbonline.terra.com.br/pextra/2009/05/18/e1
8057459.asp 

Crise acirra disputa entre Brasil e Índia 

Segundo o executivo [Peter Bendor-Samuel], o Brasil 
conseguiu o seu espaço nesse mercado [exportação 
de serviços de tecnologia], mas deve considerar a 
concorrência indiana, inclusive no mercado local 
www.gazetamercantil.com.br/GZM_News.aspx?parm
s=2491656,608,3,1  

Infosys, força da TI indiana, virá ao Brasil 

Além do escritório em Minas Gerais, a companhia 
montará um segundo local de prestações de serviços 
em Curitiba até dezembro, e um escritório central 
em Barueri, no interior de São Paulo 
http://info.abril.com.br/noticias/negocios/infosys-
forca-da-ti-indiana-vira-ao-brasil-18052009-39.shl  
 

India & Portugal 

Miguel Reis & Ass. avança para a Índia 

A sociedade portuguesa de advogados Miguel Reis & 
Associados (MRA) mantém uma parceria com 
advogados da Índia, em Bombaim e anunciou ainda 
que vai abrir "a muito breve prazo" um 'front-office' 
em Goa, na Índia, com vista à melhoria do apoio aos 
seus clientes naquele mercado. 
www.portugaldigital.com.br/noticia.kmf?cod=84470
40&indice=10&canal=159  
 

Goa 

Goa still a soft target for terror: Defence 
officials 

Numerous illegal landing zones, improper 
mechanisms to check trawlers, unverified migrant 
workers employed on board fishing vessels and a 
media-sensitive tourism hub, continue to make Goa 
a perfect soft target for terror attacks, maritime 
officials said.  
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/Goa/Goa-still-
a-soft-target-for-terror-Defence-
officials/articleshow/4501219.cms  
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